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Social factors – a case study

1/ Think of an individual you (or a colleague) work(s) with who is not engaging with school/work and/or has been involved in criminal activity
pseudonym: Steven
Briefly describe this person’s behaviour:
always late, drug use (weed), argumentative – short fuse, always on phone (2 phones), threatened to ring ‘his boys’
Describe as well as you can that individual’s social circumstances
in a gang, area recognised as having gang affiliation, single parent background (no step dad either), oldest of four step-siblings, mum works awkward hours at the hospital, responsible
What, if any, do you think the link is between the individual’s behaviour and their social circumstances?
· weed – formed opinion, set identity as being ‘that’ guy
· mum – not around, fee, no supervision/guidance – man of the house. Oldest should know better
· grown up too quickly, missing childhood. Dealing with adult issues but don’t understand adult consequences, not mature
· when going out of his area, his gang association has an impact

2/ Think of an individual you (or a colleague) work(s) with who is not engaging with school/work and/or has been involved in criminal activity
pseudonym: JK
Briefly describe this person’s behaviour:
erratic – no boundaries – rebellious – risk taker – believed they were invincible – no aspirations or will power
Describe as well as you can that individual’s social circumstances
lives in a deprived area – mum doesn’t work (benefits/support) – single parent – no education=choice – identity issues – lack of respect – no stability
What, if any, do you think the link is between the individual’s behaviour and their social circumstances?
dysfunctional home life – continuing cycle: no father, broken family – no education, no prospects – location (area)

3/ Think of an individual you (or a colleague) work(s) with who is not engaging with school/work and/or has been involved in criminal activity
pseudonym: Brett
Briefly describe this person’s behaviour:
unpredictable, intelligent, irrational, proud, impulsive, patriotic, sociable, loyal, sensitive, respectful, risk-taker (dare devil), respectful to people who have earned it
Describe as well as you can that individual’s social circumstances
big family – dysfunctional and on the edge of eviction, lack of wealth - big issue in their life, in charge of the gang – social housing, all children on the edge of exclusion from school, into drugs, overcrowding
What, if any, do you think the link is between the individual’s behaviour and their social circumstances?
survival instinct, breadwinner – man of the house, striving to be better, looking at how to make a living – keeping the whole family together (7 siblings)

4/ Think of an individual you (or a colleague) work(s) with who is not engaging with school/work and/or has been involved in criminal activity
pseudonym: John Smith
Briefly describe this person’s behaviour:
had street cred – respects security in school – mentality was really hard
Describe as well as you can that individual’s social circumstances
fatherless and mother struggles with him – mother works, hardly at home – chopped a boy and his mum for not paying for weed
What, if any, do you think the link is between the individual’s behaviour and their social circumstances?
the lack of guidance led to him finding guidance in a gang
[bookmark: _GoBack]5/ Think of an individual you (or a colleague) work(s) with who is not engaging with school/work and/or has been involved in criminal activity
pseudonym: Jack Brown
Briefly describe this person’s behaviour:
angry, aggressive, disruptive – issues: alcoholic
Describe as well as you can that individual’s social circumstances
no home – hostel, no relationship – distant from any relationships including friends and family, doesn’t see son, unemployed, lost job, son, home etc because of alcoholism 
What, if any, do you think the link is between the individual’s behaviour and their social circumstances?
yes, lost everything due to turning to alcohol. if he had lost everything first then turn to alcohol it would be a totally different story. he even died due to alcoholism – nothing seemed to trigger the behaviour
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